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and pass new laws that help keep us
safe.

I have three amendments, new
amendments, that have not been voted
on this session. They are three amend-
ments that actually could keep more
Americans free of gun violence.

First is a law enforcement bill. It is
a bipartisan gun trafficking amend-
ment which would finally make gun
trafficking a Federal crime. One would
assume that bringing weapons up I-95
and selling them out of the back of a
truck to a gang member in New York
City would be illegal, that it would be
a Federal crime. It is not. It is not a
Federal crime to do that.

This bill is called the Hadiya Pen-
dleton and Nyasia Pryear-Yard Gun
Trafficking and Crime Prevention Act.
It is named after two teenage girls who
lost their lives because of gun violence
in their neighborhoods. They were
playing with friends, minding their
own business, and a stray bullet shot
them both down. Nyasia was killed in
Brooklyn. Hadiya was killed in Chi-
cago. These were two young girls. I
met Nyasia’s parents. They do not un-
derstand why their daughter had to die.

Right now, there is no Federal law
preventing someone from loading up a
truck in Georgia, driving it up I-95, and
reselling those weapons in a parking
lot in Brooklyn to a gang member or
other dangerous people who aren’t eli-
gible to buy guns anywhere else. This
amendment would change that. It
would give our law enforcement the
tools they need to get illegal guns off
the street and to prosecute those who
are trafficking guns.

The second amendment I would offer
would require weapons dealers to keep
physical inventories. This is something
law enforcement has asked for. With-
out accurate inventory, it is impossible
for law enforcement to know whether
illegal gun sales are taking place or
even if weapons have been stolen from
that store.

There are just a small number—a
very small number—of bad gun dealers,
but our law enforcement officials have
a right to be able to find out who they
are, why they are selling these weapons
out of the back of their gun sales
places and then selling them directly
to criminals who drive them up I-95
and sell them to gang members in
Brooklyn or the Bronx or in Harlem or
in Buffalo.

The third amendment is also a law
enforcement amendment, something
asked for by law enforcement. It would
allow the ATF to ban foreign imports
of military-style weapons, which tend
to be used in crimes.

Right now, many weapons with mili-
tary-style features not intended for
hunting, including those with high-ca-
pacity magazines and laser sights, are
being dumped into the U.S. market-
place by foreign arms manufacturers.
This amendment would help prevent
those dangerous, military-style weap-
ons from flooding our streets and end-
ing up in the hands of criminals.
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No one in America should have to go
through his or her daily life in fear of
an angry, radicalized citizen who can
easily buy a weapon of war and use it
on innocent Americans. All of these
amendments would help law enforce-
ment do their jobs—be able to find
criminals who are trafficking weapons,
be able to find that small percentage of
bad gun dealers and shut them down,
and make sure foreign companies
aren’t flooding our market with illegal
military weapons. These three changes
would make a difference. They would
help our law enforcement community
keep our communities safe.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:3¢ p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN).

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

——————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2016

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2578, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2578) making appropriations
for the Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes.

Pending:

Shelby/Mikulski amendment No. 4685, in
the nature of a substitute.

McConnell (for McCain) amendment No.
4787 (to amendment No. 4685), to amend sec-
tion 2709 of title 18, United States Code, to
clarify that the Government may obtain a
specified set of electronic communication
transactional records under that section, and
to make permanent the authority for indi-
vidual terrorists to be treated as agents of
foreign powers under the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978.

McConnell motion to recommit the bill to
the Committee on Appropriations for a pe-
riod of 14 days.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah, the President Pro
Tempore.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to complete my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SOCIAL SECURITY TRUSTEES’ REPORTS

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, a few
weeks ago I came to the floor to dis-
cuss the situation surrounding Presi-
dent Obama’s nominees to serve as
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public trustees on the board of trustees
for the various Social Security and
Medicare trust funds. At that time, I
noted that these nominations had be-
come the center of a political
firestorm. Sadly, that firestorm has
continued in the weeks since I last
spoke about this issue. While I have 1lit-
tle desire to delve into what is a manu-
factured controversy, I do want to take
some time to note how some events
taking place this week should impact
this particular debate.

Tomorrow, the Social Security and
Medicare Boards of Trustees will re-
lease their annual reports, providing
their assessment of the past, present,
and projected future financial condi-
tions of the trust funds. For decades,
these reports have largely been devoid
of politics, which is important because
it allows policymakers and the general
public to trust the numbers that are
reported.

Currently, there are four senior
Obama administration officials who
serve as trustees on these various
Boards. There are also two positions
for public trustee—one from each party
according to the law—that are cur-
rently vacant. While it is not unheard
of for the Boards to issue their reports
without confirmed public trustees in
place, this administration has issued
more trustees’ reports with vacancies
in the public trustee positions than
any other administration.

In a recent article in the Huffington
Post, Senators WARREN, SCHUMER, and
WHITEHOUSE put forth some serious al-
legations of political tampering with
recent Social Security trustees’ re-
ports, stemming, according to their ar-
guments, from the supposed undue in-
fluence of one particular public trust-
ee. That trustee, Dr. Charles Blahous,
has been renominated by President
Obama.

Specifically, these Senators alleged
in their article that, due solely to the
presence of this single public trustee
on the Board, nefarious assumptions
were somehow inserted into the trust-
ees’ report analysis, leading the report
to overstate the financial challenges
facing Social Security. My good friend,
Senator SCHUMER of New York, echoed
the very same allegations in a recent
Finance Committee markup where we
favorably reported President Obama’s
nominees for public trustee. And, I em-
phasize, these are President Obama’s
nominees.

In the words of these prominent and
outspoken Senators, the 2014 Social Se-
curity trustees’ report, ‘‘curiously in-
corporated a number of assumptions
playing up the potential of future in-
solvency of the program—a key talking
point in the right-wing war on Social
Security.”” Moreover, according to
those Senators, the assumptions ‘“‘were
so troublesome that the independent
Chief Actuary for Social Security took
the unprecedented step of writing a
public statement of actuarial opinion
disagreeing with the report.” They go
on to say that ‘“‘after similarly ques-
tionable elements appeared in the 2015
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